Pre-Conference Sub-Committee

Meeting Notes

March 12, 2008

12:06 pm-1:35 pm EST

Participants

Aleza, USA

Sarah, USA

Victor, Nicaragua

Irania, Canada

Daniel, Mexico

Daniel, Dominican Republic

Mimi, USA

Samantha, Mexico

Rodrigo, Mexico

Ricardo, Mexico
Karolein, Neatherlands
Language

-It was agreed that meetings be held primarily in English, with clarifications being made in Spanish, as needed. Notes were taken and sent out by Daniel Benitez in Spanish, and Irania Ledesma will translate them into English.
Pre-Conference Sessions
-The sub-committee talked about the sessions from last year and what they’d like to include again this year. The suggestions were:

· A session on stigma and discrimination

· A session on gender

· Sarah said that it would be important to have an HIV 101 session (at the last pre-conference many participants didn’t have accurate info on transmission). This session will be mandatory for all participants and it will be in Spanish, English and maybe in French as well.
· Karolien proposed a session on Voluntary Counseling and Testing.  Some organizations at the Youth Consultation from the World Aids Campaign wrote a letter to the WHO about making VCT more youth-friendly. She also suggested a session on the integration of HIV/AIDS and Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights; a session on youth participation, meaningful youth participation, young people as equal partners, as experts in the fight against HIV/AIDS so participants have a better idea what their role can be during the conference and after in their own countries. She proposed to have information and skill building sessions on day 1 and 2 and make plans on day 3. Daniel from the Dominican Republic thinks one day won’t be enough to work on a plan.
· Aleza proposed a session on harm reduction and drug use and also a session about LGBT/MSM youth. She also suggested keeping in mind how the sessions can build skills and transmit information in useful ways. She also agreed on the HIV 101 session to be mandatory.
· Meheret Melles suggested sessions could be framed as a youth leadership framework. She also thinks it would be good to have the first half of the 3rd day focused on how participants will take the skills to their home countries and communities and the 2nd half of the day to skills for the conference. 
· Irania Ledesma suggested a session on the GIPA Principles

· Victor said that last year he attended a session about partnership between young people and adults last year and he thinks it might be good to have it again this year.

· Samantha said she would like to have a session on women; not only on women and reproduction but women and vulnerability, poverty, and gender inequity in Latin American women.
· Daniel from the Dominican Republic mentioned that it’d be good to produce a document after each session so that instead of having just an evaluation, participants have a document that they can take back to their countries as framework.

· Daniel from Mexico proposed to have a session on indigenous youth.

Agreements on Pre-Conference Sessions:

· HIV 101

· Gender

· LGBT/MSM

· Stigma and discrimination

· Harm reduction and drug use

· Trade issues

· Adults/youth partnership

· Voluntary counseling and testing

· Women and HIV/AIDS

· Youth empowerment and leadership

· Participation of People Living with HIV/AIDS

· Indigenous youth
· HIV/AIDS  and sexual and reproductive rights

· Due to limited resources, youth participating at the pre-conference as well as facilitators will preferably be people that are already participating at the main conference, or locals.
· The HIV 101 session will not only focus on basic information, but it will also be updates. This session will be mandatory and it will happen on day 1.

· The sub-committee will define the objectives to be developed by participants
· Part of day 3 will be to define actions to be taken by participants back in their countries

· When designing sessions methodology we will keep in mind ways for participants to develop skills in an effective manner.

· Facilitators will be people that are already participating at the main conference.

Pre-conference Venue:

· Rodrigo, Daniel, Ricardo and Samantha are still looking at different options to host the pre-conference

· They have two quotes that are being evaluated by then. Ricardo had mentioned that Tlatelolco was being lend to us for free.
· We all agreed on the fact that Tlatelolco or MIDE (a museum downtown) would be the best places to host the pre-conference at.

· Some people from UNESCO offered Ricardo to help them look for a venue. However, IAS will pay a consultant to look for a place. Daniel from Mexico will be looking for options and will report back to the sub-committee before closing the deal.

ACTION POINT: Sarah, Karolien, Victor and Daniel from the Dominican Republic will work on the application form for participants.
ACTION POINT: Daniel from Mexico  will keep looking for venues and will get together with Rodrigo, Samantha and Ricardo Baruch to report back on options.

ACTION POINT: Irania Ledesma will take a look at the work plan and give feedback. She’ll translate it too.

